
 

 

St Mary’s Barnes Bellringers’ AGM 
11 February 2012 
 
MINUTES  
 
Present: Trisha Hawkins 
Kristen Frederickson 
Giles Dimock 
Katharine Malvern 
Eddie Hartley 
Mike Wigney 
Susan Chadwick 
Jill Wigney 
Monica Trow 
Andrew Howard-Smith 
Charles Turnbull 
Michael Murison 
Eddie Heath 
 
Apologies:  
Colin Yandle 
Emma King 
Lee Smith 
Michael de Freitas 
Richard Worrall 
 
1. Minutes of last meeting on 12 February 2011 proposed by Jill Wigney and 

seconded by Andrew Howard-Smith.  Therefore they were agreed as an 
accurate record of the 2010 AGM meeting. 

 
2. Matters arising to be raised under AOB 
 - ropes 
  
3. Reports:  

a. Annual Report: Andrew Howard-Smith presented his last Annual 
Report as Tower Captain: it has been a good year with new ringers 
being trained successfully for ringing for services, and youngsters 
coming along well.  Hopes for 11:30 ringing (especially to include the 
youngsters) have not been so successful with youngsters not being 
available.  There has been one youngster frequently joining us for 10 
a.m. services.  There have been several successful Friday evening 
quarter peals.  Tower finances are healthy with outgoings low, but 
there are a number of claims still to be made.  Annual Report accepted. 

 
b. Quarter Peal & Peal Reports: Jill Wigney has produced a very 

complete record of peals and quarter peals for the year, and we offer 
many thanks to her. 

 
c. Treasurer’s Report: Jill Wigney’s Treasurer’s Report showed expected 

expenditures that were proposed but have not yet been spent.  Eddie 



 

 

Hartley explained expenditures on computer and simulator setup and is 
in the process of recording his expenditures, and now will make plans 
to claim them.  Treasurer’s Report accepted. 

 
4. Elections: These were chaired by Monica Trow, in the absence of the Rector 

and illness of the Churchwarden.   
First, thanks were offered to Andrew Howard-Smith, outgoing Tower 
Captain, and gifts presented.   
 
Eddie Hartley proposed thanks to Andrew Howard-Smith for his 
outstanding work maintaining the bells’ structural health, which Eddie 
reports is a much bigger job than Andrew acknowledges in his Annual 
Report.  Sensors are all working nicely, one broken stay repaired.   
 

       The following were elected for the coming year unanimously, unopposed: 
 
a. Tower Captain: Trisha Hawkins (proposed by Giles Dimock, seconded 

by Andrew Howard-Smith) 
 
b. Deputy Tower Captain: Charles Turnbull (proposed by Trisha 

Hawkins and seconded Giles Dimock) 
 
c. Secretary: Kristen Frederickson as Secretary (proposed by Jill Wigney, 

seconded by Eddie Hartley) 
 
d. Treasurer: Jill Wigney (proposed by Eddie Hartley, seconded by Susan 

Chadwick) 
 

Trisha took over the Chair. 
 

5. Organisational Responsibilities 
 
 Trisha explained that she would be very busy for the next year, particularly 

over the next few months, and would be relying on plenty of support.    She had 
discussed the various options and distributed a list (see appendix) of the 
different ways in which tower members had agreed to help and voiced her 
thanks to everyone concerned. 

 
6. CRB documents required from the Church:  

a.  those already holding St Mary’s-specific CRB checks: Katharine Malvern, 
Eddie Hartley, Andrew Howard-Smith, Trisha Hawkins 

 
b.   those holding CRB checks from other organisations: Kristen Frederickson, 

Mike Wigney, Susan Chadwick 
 
c.   those willing to go through CRB process for St Mary’s: Kristen 

Frederickson, Giles Dimock, Mike Wigney, Susan Chadwick, Charles 
Turnbull 

 



 

 

 ACTION: Trisha Hawkins will give email addresses to Lucy Hine who will 
organise CRB clearance for those listing as willing to do so.    

 
7.  Sunday Service Ringing: 
 a.   10 a.m. service ringing was proceeding well 
 
 b.   11: 30 service ringing 
 

1.  Trisha Hawkins reported that a discussion with the Rector revealed that 
he would welcome our ringing any time we can for that service, 
especially to encourage young ringers.   

 
2. Eddie Hartley proposed that we arrange to ring the first Sunday of the 

month at 11:30, and after discussion there was agreement that this is a 
simple arrangement.  There is a possibility that the arrangement will 
evolve so that there can be a band for one service and another for the 
second, so that ringers need not be there for both. 
 

c.   Choral Evensong: Giles Dimock is in charge of organizing ringing for Choral 
Evensong.   

 
ACTION: Eddie Hartley will identify dates for which special ringing might 
be appropriate. 

 
d.   Dedicated Ringing: The Rector is happy to continue supporting our 

Dedicated Ringing to raise funds.  There was some discussion of creating 
wording to organize/encourage Dedicated Ringing, perhaps with an 
occasional mention in Pew Sheets. 

 
8.  Handbells:  

a.    Some need repair; Trisha Hawkins and Eddie Hartley reported on their 
condition.  There are 20 handbells of which 14 are more heavily used for 
carols, etc., and there have been regular failures of felt pads, and while 
emergency repairs have worked, it is a bit of an unsatisfactory system.  
Eddie Hartley reported that refurbishment by Whitechapel would cost 
£700-800 at £42 for the 14 bells.  It was agreed that he should investigate 
further and expenditure of this kind, possibly with replacement of the 
carry case linings as well, was agreed.  The bells had been bought in 1987 
through fundraising and church support  and had cost about £3000 in total 
so may now be worth nearer £5000.    

 
       ACTION: Eddie Hartley will take this forward with the Foundry 

 
b.    Handbell training for Christmas should begin some months ahead of time, 

especially with young ringers on the handbells.  Trisha wondered if there 
might be events upcoming for which handbells might be appropriate, for 
example during 10 o’clock service, or 11:30 service, for Jubilee.   

 
ACTION: Trisha Hawkins will explore and discuss these possibilities with 
the Rector.   



 

 

 
c.   Late-night shopping for 2012 will be on  Friday 7th December.   
 
d.   There was discussion of possibly ringing around the pubs or train station 

to raise funds, with necessary permissions. 
 
9.   Training and practices.   

Jill will continue to put together the quarter peal rotas, whilst Eddie Hartley 
and Mike Wigney are to run the Friday evening practices, for which the 
standard should be trebling to a method, or least Plain Hunt with a steady 
band.  There was some discussion about what level of ability should be 
expected for a learner attending practices at other towers and the need for 
them to be accompanied by a more experienced ringer.   

 
10. Tower Development: Eddie Hartley reported that the box to house the 

simulator laptops is nearing completion. 
 
11. Barnes weekends.   

a.    An email will go out this week about the 2012 weekend to Market 
Harborough.   If some juniors and others wish to attend just for a day or 
two then additional general ringing will be added to the schedule.   

 
b.  Trisha reported that Eddie Hartley was keen to arrange an outing especially 

for the Junior Ringers as they enjoyed the January outing a great deal. 
 
c.   The 2013 outing will take place from 17 – 21 July, the weekend after Barnes 

Fair. 
 
12. Future Ringing activities:   

a.  Association Northern District Training Day, Saturday 3 March.  It was asked 
that any potential helpers let Kristen Frederickson know about their 
availability for particular levels of expertise.   

 
b.  Quarter Peal week: It may be possible to involve one or two of our newer 

ringers who had not rung a quarter peal before 
 
c.   Trisha mentioned the recently advertised training days proposed by the 

Association for young members 
 
d.  Jubilee: Tuesday 5th June Rector Richard Sewell would like very much for a 

peal to be rung, either before or after the wedding at 2 p.m., to coincide 
with an event on the Common.  Willing peal-ringers are: Eddie Hartley if 
his hand is well, Monica Trow, Mike Wigney, Trisha Hawkins, Eddie Heath 
provided details work out, with preferences for morning, details to be 
sorted later.  Sunday June 3 ringers are being asked to ring at 3 o’clock, all 
round the country.   

 
e.   Ringing for Olympics: details would be decided nearer the time. 
 
f.    Association Bell handling clinic: the date of 15 September was noted 



 

 

 
g.   The Rector has suggested we put on an event for the 

community/congregation, for example a demonstration.  Perhaps we could 
do together with the Friends of St Mary’s to promote interest.  Andrew 
Howard-Smith offered to give his talk he has given successfully at the 
University of the Third Age, “Campanology and the History of Change-
Ringing in English Churches.”   

 
h.   Association Southern District Training Day: noted as 10 November 2012 
 
i.   The January 2013 outing is proposed for the 26th.  Ideas for a 

spring/summer outing were tabled until the Wedding List had been 
received. 

 
j:   Peals:  (see item d above). 
 
k.   The possibility of Sunday evening Quarter Peals for newer ringers was 

discussed.   
 
13. Future non-ringing activities:    

 
a: Coffee morning: Trisha had requested that we run this on 13th October 2012 

(the day of the BCA jumble sale) 
 
b.  Charles is willing to be in charge of the Tower Opening for Barnes Fair, July 

14.   
 
c.  Cleaning of the tower was discussed.   Michael de Freitas would be asked to 

organise. 
 
d.  Andrew agreed to give Trisha instructions as to general Tower 

maintenance.   
 

14. Finance matters 
 
 a. Wedding fees were reviewed.  Michael Murison informed us that the 

Church of England wedding fees are to rise dramatically in 2013 – by 40%.  It 
was decided to let the church know that we had agreed to leave the wedding 
ringing fees unchanged for the time being.   

 
b. The idea of a Church Bell Fund was discussed.   There was a general 
agreement that we would rather leave the situation as it is in which the Church 
is financially responsible for buying new ropes and for the maintenance of the 
bells.   

 
15. AOB 
 

a.   Andrew reported that two new ropes had been ordered and that a rope on 
loan to Mortlake Tower would be returned in due course.  It was suggested 
that the life of a rope is between 10-15 years.   



 

 

 
 
b.   Trisha Hawkins suggested that we (in particular the juniors) begin work on 

a Tower Scrapbook (both in the normal sense as well as a virtual one) and 
contributions were solicited.   Jill Wigney suggested that such items and 
Outing Reports might be added to the church website, under “Groups,” and 
“Bellringers.”  She is willing to receive any such contributions. 

 
 
16:  Next meeting: February 9, 2013.  We will inform the Rector of this date. 
 
 
Meeting ended 4:20 p.m. 


